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Maltese phonetics,  phonology, morphology, and orthography: A 
bibliography 
 
Compiled by Matthew Wolf 
 
Version 1.0 
(posted August 31, 2014; last updated sometime earlier) 
 
This bibliography was compiled from a number of sources. Some works were found 
through references to them in other publications; others were found via a number of 
electronic databases. Most of the dissertations and theses included here are taken from 
the following list of dissertations on Maltese linguistics: 
 
http://www.um.edu.mt/__data/assets/pdf_file/0006/99249/Tezijiet_tal-
lingwistika.pdf 
 
I make no pretense that this bibliography is exhaustive. In particular, it is 
unquestionably biased towards works in English, and those published or at least readily 
available in North America. Indeed, ironically, works in Maltese are unrepresented by 
reason of my own lack of reading knowledge of the language. Further, given my own 
interests as a phonologist, works dealing with Maltese morphology from a more 
(morpho-)syntactic angle are probably under-represented, as are works older than 
around 1950. Conference talks are not independently listed if they have been published 
in the conference proceedings (or elsewhere); unpublished conference presentations 
are included only if the slides, poster, and/or handout are available online. Similarly, if 
a dissertation was subsequently published as a book, only the book is listed; the same 
goes for working papers which subsequently were published in a journal. Finally, for 
works of a primarily theoretical nature in which Maltese data are cited, there is no 
neatly-definable cut-off for how much discussion of Maltese is necessary to warrant 
inclusion, so the matter of which such works are and aren’t listed below is necessarily 
somewhat subjective. 
 
Additions, corrections, and other feedback would be most welcome: 
matthew.adam.wolf [at] gmail.com. 
 
I .  Existing bibliographies 
 
Mangion, Giovanni (1974). A bibliography of Maltese. Melita Historica 6, pp. 279-306. 

[Available online at http://melitahistorica.t35.com/mh/19743.html] 
 
Saydon, P.P. (1953). Bibliographical aids to the study of Maltese. Journal of Near Eastern 

Studies 12, 20-30 (no. 1), 124-133 (no. 2). 
 
Saydon, P.P. (1962). Maltese Arabic studies. In Harvey Sobelman (ed.), Arabic Dialect 

Studies: A Selected Bibliography. Washington: Center for Applied Linguistics of the 
Modern Language Association and the Middle East Institute, pp. 89-100. 
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Xuereb, Paul (1978). A Bibliography of Maltese Bibliographies. Msida: University of Malta 

Library. 
 
[See also the list of dissertations on Maltese linguistics referred to above, and the bibliographies 
in many of the books listed in section II, in particular Aquilina’s The Structure of Maltese.] 
 
II .  Reference grammars and other works on Maltese in general  
 
Aquilina, Joseph (1959). The Structure of Maltese: A Study in Mixed Grammar and Vocabulary. 

Valletta: Royal University of Malta. 
 
Aquilina, Joseph (1961). Papers in Maltese Linguistics. Msida: Royal University of Malta. 
 
Aquilina, Joseph (1965). Teach Yourself Maltese. London: English Universities Press. 
 
Aquilina, Joseph (1976). Maltese Linguistic Surveys. Msida: The University of Malta. 
 
Aquilina, Joseph (1979). Maltese Arabic Comparative Grammar. Malta: Socialist People’s 

Libyan Arab Jamahiriya. 
 
Borg, Albert (1988). Ilsienna: Studju Grammatikali. Malta: Has Sajjied. 
 
Borg, Albert, and Marie Azzopardi-Alexander (1997). Maltese. London: Routledge. 
 
Brincat, Joseph M. (2011). Maltese and Other Languages: A Linguistic History of Malta. 

Valletta: Midsea Books. 
 
Butcher, May (1938). Elements of Maltese: A Simple Practical Grammar. London: Oxford 

University Press. 
 
Cardona, Tony (1997). Introduzzjoni għal-Lingwistika Maltija. Msida: Mireva Publications. 
 
Cutayar, Joseph (1999). Parlons Maltais. Paris: L’Harmattan. 
 
Fenech, Edward (1978). Contemporary Journalistic Maltese: An Analytical and Comparative 

Study. Leiden: E.J. Brill. 
 
Sutcliffe, Edmund F., S.J. (1936). A Grammar of the Maltese Language: With Chrestomathy and 

Vocabulary. London: Humphrey Milford/Oxford University Press. 
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III .  Works dealing with specific topics 
 
???? (1968). On the Phonological System of Maltese. BA Honours thesis, Monash University. 
 
???? (1969). An Acoustic Study of Aspects of Maltese Phonetics (Inan Idiolect). BA Honours 

thesis, Monash University. 
 
Agius, Dionisius A. (1981). A Semitic Maltese inventory with a possible Siculo-Arabic 

intervention. Zeitschrift für Arabische Linguistik 6, pp. 7-15. 
 
Agius, Dionisius (1990). A supplement to Survey One on the Gozitan dialects of Maltese. 

Études orientales 7, pp. 119-139. 
 
Agius, Dionisius (1991). Morphological innovations in Maltese: A case in language 

reform. In Tony Allan, Diana Gur, and Fiona Barr (eds.), BRISMES Proceedings of 
the 1991 International Conference on Middle Eastern Studies: SOAS London 10-12 July 
1991. Exeter: British Society for Middle East Studies, pp. 274-279. 

 
Agius, Dionisius (1991). Maltese verbal nouns: Morphological innovations. Al-Abhath 34, 

pp. 55-60. 
 
Agius, Dionisius (1992). Morphological alternatives in the Gozitan dialects of Maltese. 

Matériaux arabes et sudarabiques [MAS-GELLAS] n.s. 4, pp. 111-161. 
 
Agius, Joseph G. (1995). Language Analysis of Bilingual Maltese-English Stuttering Children. 

MSc thesis, University of Dublin. 
 
Agius, Maria, and Pauline Borg (2003). Analysing Orthography in Composition and 

Comprehension Components of the 2001 Year 4 Maltese Annual Examination. B.Ed. 
honours thesis, University of Malta. 

 
Ambros, Arne A. (1995). ‘Sprachfehler’ als Indikatoren von Sprachwandel im 

Maltesischen der Gegenwart. Zeitschrift für Arabische Linguistik 29, pp. 51-58. 
 
Aquilina, Joseph (1968). Maltese dialect survey. In Hans Peter Althaus and Helmut 

Henne (eds.), Verhandlungen des zweiten Internationalen Dialektologenkongresses: 
Marburg/Lahn 5.-10. September 1965, vol I. [Supplement, new series no. 4, Zeitschrift 
für Mundartsforschung]. Wiesbaden: Franz Steiner Verlag, pp. 19-30. [40-50] 

 
Aquilina, Joseph (1971). Verbs. Journal of Maltese Studies 8, pp. 93-98. 
 
Aquilina, Giuseppe (1974-1975). Problemi dei rapporti fra la fonetica siciliana e la 

fonetica maltese. Bolletino dell’Atlante Linguistico Mediterraneo 16-17, pp. 193-206. 
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Aquilina, Joseph (1975). Some dialectal aspects of Maltese. In Actes du XXIXe Congrès 
International des Orientalistes: Section organisée par Charles Pellat: Études arabes et 
islamiques: II - langue et littérature, vol. 1. Paris: L’Asiathèque, pp. 18-23. [51-66] 

 
Aquilina, J., E. Fenech, and B.S.J. Isserlin (1981). The phonology of Gozitan dialectal 

Maltese. In J. Aquilina and B.S.J. Isserlin (eds.), A Survey of Contemporary Dialectal 
Maltese: Report on the Results of Field Work Undertaken During the Years 1964-71 on 
Behalf of the Department of Maltese and Oriental Languages in the Old University of 
Malta and the Department of Semitic Studies in the University of Leeds under the 
Direction of J. Aquilina and B.S.J. Isserlin: With Contributions by: J. Aquilina, E. Fenech, 
B.S.J. Isserlin, P.J. Roach: Volume I: Gozo. Leeds: B.S.J. Isserlin, pp. 105-217. 

 
Apap, George, and Stephanie Baldacchino (2005). It-Tfassil u t-Tħ ta’ Sillabu ta’ l-Ortografija 

tal-Malti fis-Sekondarja. B.Ed. Honours thesis, University of Malta. 
 
Attard, Melissa (1998).  A Comparison of Connected Speech Processes in Standard English and 

Maltese. BA Honours thesis, University of Malta. 
 
Attard, Saviour, and Doris Attard (1978). Fil-Baħar mad-Denfil, vol. 2: Studju Morfoloġiku 

dwar “Id-Denfil taż-Żgħar” u “Id-Denfil 1”. PGCE thesis, University of Malta. 
 
Avram, Andrei A. (1994). On word-final */a:/ in Maltese. Revue roumaine de linguistique 

34, pp. 65-73.  
 
Avram, Andrei A. (1994). On the morphology of Arabic pidgins and creoles. Revue 

roumaine de linguistique 34, pp. 121-129. 
 
Azzopardi, Carmel (1997). L-Ortografija Uffiċjali tal-Malti: Analiżi Lingwistika Kritika 

b’Suġġerimenti għal Titjib. MA thesis, University of Malta. 
 
Azzopardi, Marie (1981). The Phonetics of Maltese: Some Areas Relevant to the Deaf. Ph.D. 

dissertation, University of Edinburgh. 
 
Azzopardi-Alexander, Marie (2003). The vowel system of Maltese: From production to 

perception. In Ignacio Ferrando and Juan José Sánchez Sandoval (eds.), 
Association Internationale de Dialectologie Arabe: AIDA: 5th Conference Proceedings: 
Cádiz, September 2002. Cádiz: Servico de Publicaciones, Universidad de Cádiz, pp. 
321-333. 

 
Azzopardi-Alexander, Marie (2011). The vowel system of Xlukkajr and Naduri. In 

Sandro Caruana, Ray Fabri, and Thomas Stolz (eds.), Variation and Change: The 
Dynamics of Maltese in Space, Time and Society. Berlin: Akademie Verlag, pp. 235-
???. 

 
Berrendonner, Alain, Michel Le Guern, and Gilbert Puech (1983). Principes de Grammaire 

Polylectale. Lyon: Presses Universitaires de Lyon. 
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Bezzina, Anne-Marie (1999). L’Influence des éléments phonétiques et phonologiques de la 

langue maternelle sur l’apprentissage d’une langue étrangère. MA thesis, University of 
Malta. 

 
Bin-Bovingdon, Rodrig (1978). Further comments on Peter Caxaro’s Cantilena. Journal of 

Maltese Studies 12, pp. 106-118. 
 
Bonnici, Lisa (2000). Aspects of Maltese Morphology Based on Fieldwork. Senior Honors 

thesis, University of California, Santa Barbara. 
 
Borg, Albert (1975). Elementi per un’ortografia fonemica del Maltese. D.Litt. thesis, 

Universitá degli Studi, Roma. 
 
Borg, Albert (1981). A Study of Aspect in Maltese. Ann Arbor: Karoma. 
 
Borg, Albert J. (1996). Distributive and universal quantification in Maltese. Rivista di 

Linguistica 8, pp. 141-151. [Includes discussion of prosody.] 
 
Borg, Albert, and Marie Azzopardi-Alexander (2007). Topicalisation in Maltese. In 

Bernard Comrie, Ray Fabri, Elizabeth Hume, Manwel Misfud, Thomas Stolz, and 
Martine Vanhove (eds.), Introducing Maltese Linguistics: Selected Papers from the 1st 
International Conference on Maltese Linguistics, Bremen, 18-20 October, 2007. 
Amsterdam: John Benjamins, pp. 71-81. [Includes discussion of intonational 
aspects of topicalization.] 

 
Borg, Alexander (1971). The Sound System of Maltese. MA thesis, University of Pittsburgh. 
 
Borg, Alexander (1973). The segmental phonemes of Maltese. Linguistics 11.109, pp. 5-

11. 
 
Borg, Alexander (1975). Maltese morphophonemics. Journal of Maltese Studies 10, pp. 11-

28.  
 
Borg, Alexander (1976). The imaala in Maltese. Israel Oriental Studies 6, pp. 191-223. 
 
Borg, Alexander (1977). Reflexes of pausal forms in Maltese rural dialects? Israel Oriental 

Studies 7, pp. 211-225. 
 
Borg, Alexander (1978). A Historical and Comparative Phonology and Morphology of Maltese. 

Ph.D. dissertation, The Hebrew University of Jerusalem. 
 
Borg, Alexander (1978). Historical aspects of auxiliary vowels in Maltese. Wiener 

Zeitschrift für die Kunde des Morgenlandes 70, pp. 15-34. 
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Borg, Alexander (1994). Some evolutionary parallels and divergences in Cypriot Arabic 
and Maltese. Mediterranean Language Review 8, pp. 41-67. 

 
Borg, Alexander (1996). On some Levantine linguistic traits in Maltese. In Shlomo Izre’el 

and Shlomo Raz (eds.) Israel Oriental Studies XVI: Studies in Modern Semitic 
Languages. Leiden: E.J. Brill, pp. 133-152. 

 
Borg, Alexander (1997). Maltese phonology. In Alan S. Kaye (ed.), Phonologies of Asia and 

Africa  (Including the Caucasus), vol. 1. Winona Lake, IN: Eisenbrauns, pp. 245-285. 
 
Borg, Claudia, Ray Fabri, and Albert Gatt (2011). Computational morphology for 

Maltese: From theory to practice. Poster presented at GĦILM 3rd Conference on 
Maltese Linguistics, Valletta. [Available online at 
http://www.um.edu.mt/__data/assets/pdf_file/0007/124990/borgGattFabri.pdf
] 

 
Borg, Karl (1998). Il-fonetika artikulatorja u l-fonoloġija. In Karl Borg (ed.), Lingwa u 

Lingwistika. Valletta: Klabb Kotba Maltin, pp. 21-52. 
 
Borg, Karl (1998). Il-Patoloġia tal-lingwa. In Karl Borg (ed.), Lingwa u Lingwistika. 

Valletta: Klabb Kotba Maltin, pp. 212-226. 
 
Borg, Mark, Keith Bugeja, Colin Vella, Gordon Mangion, and Carmel Gafà (2011). 

Preparation of a free-running text corpus for Maltese concatenative speech 
synthesis. Talk presented at GĦILM 3rd Conference on Maltese Linguistics, 
Valletta. [Slides available online at 
http://www.um.edu.mt/__data/assets/pdf_file/0011/123986/borgEtAl.pdf] 

 
Borg, Steven (2005). Id-Disa’ Forma Verbali fil-Malti: Studju Deskrittiv u Komparattiv. BA 

honours thesis, University of Malta. 
 
Borg Xuereb, Elayne (2003). The Phonology of 7-Year Old Maltese Speaking Children with 

Hearing Impairment: An Exploratory Study. B.Sc. Honours thesis, University of 
Malta. 

 
Brame, Michael K. (1972). On the abstractness of phonology: Maltese ʕ. In Michael K. 

Brame (ed.), Contributions to Generative Phonology. Austin: University of Texas 
Press, pp. 22-61. 

 
Brame, Michael K. (1973). On stress assignment in two Arabic dialects. In Stephen R. 

Anderson and Paul Kiparsky (eds.), A Festschrift for Morris Halle. New York: Holt, 
Rinehart & Winston, pp. 14-25. 

 
Brame, Michael K. (1974). The cycle in phonology: Stress in Palestinian, Maltese, and 

Spanish. Linguistic Inquiry 5, pp. 39-60. 
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Briffa, Charles (1989). Maltese orthography: Uniformity through etymology or 
phonology? In Hilary A. Clews (ed.), The Malta Year Book 1989. Malta: De La Salle 
Brothers. 

 
Briffa, Charles (2001). Rhythmic Patterns in Maltese Literature. Valletta: Midsea Books. 
 
Brincat, Joseph M. (1975). Alcuni esempli di omonimia risultante alla convergenza 

fonetica di voci italiane nel maltese. Journal of Maltese Studies 10, pp. 80-88.  
 
Brincat, Joseph M. (1986). Critica testuale della Cantilena di Peietro Caxaro. Journal of 

Maltese Studies 16, pp. 1-21. 
 
Brincat, Giuseppe (1987-1988). Un esempio di -ll- > -dd- nel Maltese. Journal of Maltese 

Studies 17-18, pp. 27-31.  
 
Broadbent, Judith M. (1997). A review of Hume’s account of consonant vowel 

interactions in Maltese Arabic. In Pier Marco Bertinetto, Livio Gaeta, Georgi 
Jetchev, and David Michaels (eds.), Certamen Phonologicum III: Papers from the Third 
Cortona Phonology Meeting, April 1996. Torino: Rosenberg & Sellier, pp. 27-44. 

 
Buhagiar, Ian, and Paul Micallef (2008). Web based Maltese text to speech synthesizer. 

In Proceedings of WICT 2008, University of Malta. [Available online at 
https://secure.um.edu.mt/__data/assets/pdf_file/0009/51768/wict08_submissi
on_33.pdf] 

 
Busuttil, Maria, Maria Claire Ferrugia, and Moira Ferrugia (2002). An Item Analysis of 

Measures of Phonemic Awareness Administered to Maltese Infants. B.Ed. Honours 
thesis, University of Malta. 

 
Cachia, Dun Lawrenz (1984). Il-Verbi Fil-Malti: Studju Dwar Il-Forom. Luqa: CharVin Press 

and Co. Ltd. 
 
Cachia, Lawrenz (1994). Grammatika Ġdida tal-Malti. Malta. 
 
Calleja, S. (2004). Maltese Speech Recognition over Mobile Telephonoly. Master’s thesis, 

University of Malta. 
 
Camilleri, Antoinette, and Martine Vanhove (1994). A phonetic and phonological 

description of the Maltese dialect of Mġarr (Malta). Zeitschrift für arabische 
Linguistik 28, pp. 87-110. 

 
Camilleri, Edel (1993). Is-Suffissi Nominali Rumanzi fil-Malti. B.Ed. honours thesis, 

University of Malta. 
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Camilleri, John J. (2012). A computational morphology for Maltese, and using it to build 
a full-form lexicon. Poster presented at Centre for Language Technology 
Workshop 2012, Gothenburg, Sweden. [Poster available online at 
http://academic.johnjcamilleri.com/presentations/2012-
10%20CLT%20Workshop%20poster.pdf] 

 
Camilleri, John J., and Michael Rosner (2009). LEXIE – an experiment in lexical 

information extraction. Workshop Adaptation of Language Resources and Technology 
to New Domains 2009. Borovets, Bulgaria, pp. 19-26. [Available online at 
http://academic.johnjcamilleri.com/papers/ranlp2009.pdf] 

 
Camilleri, Maris (2009). Clitics in Maltese. BA Honours thesis, University of Malta. 
 
Camilleri, Maris (2011). On pronominal verbal enclitics in Maltese. In Sandro Caruana, 

Ray Fabri, and Thomas Stolz (eds.), Variation and Change: The Dynamics of Maltese 
in Space, Time and Society. Berlin: Akademie Verlag, pp. 131-???. 

 
Camilleri, Marthese (1990). Analiżi Sintattika-Semantika ta’ xi Verbi ta’ l-Għaxar Forma fil-

Malti. B.Ed. honours thesis, University of Malta. 
 
Campbell, Lyle (1973). Extrinsic Ordering Lives. Bloomington: Indiana University 

Linguistics Club. 
 
Cardona, Tony (1996). Il-Morfoloġija tal-Plural fil-Malti. MA thesis, University of Malta. 
 
Cassar, Wilfred, and Vincent Diacono (1987). Analiżi ta’ l-Iżbalji, l-Aktar Dawk Ortografiċi, fl-

Eżami tal-Malti 1 (Matrikola Ordinarja), Ġunju 1983. B.Ed. honours thesis, University 
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Chetcuti, Flavia (2005). A Comparative Analysis of the Vowels of Native Speakers of Standard 

and Dialectal Maltese. MA thesis, University of Malta. 
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diachroniques. Journal of Maltese Studies 3, pp. 1-26. [Available online at 
http://melitensia.250free.com/jms/JMS1966/orig02cohen.pdf] 

 
Cohen, David (1968). Contribution à la phonologie diachronique du maltais. In Hans 

Peter Althaus and Helmut Henne (eds.), Verhandlungen des zweiten Internationalen 
Dialektologenkongresses: Marburg/Lahn 5.-10. September 1965, vol I. [Supplement, 
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Cole, Jennifer S., and Charles W. Kisseberth (1995). Paradoxical strength conditions in 

harmony systems. In Jill N. Beckman (ed.), Proceedings of the North East Linguistic 
Society 25. Amherst: GLSA, pp. 17-29. [ROA-48] 

 
Comrie, Bernard (1980). The sun letters in Maltese: Between morphophonemics and 

phonetics. Studies in the Linguistic Sciences 10.2 [=Studies in Arabic Linguistics, ed. 
Michael Kenstowicz], pp. 25-37. 
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structure. Communication and Cognition 15, pp. 281-306. 
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Comrie, Bernard (1991). Towards a history of Arabic Maltese. In Alan S. Kaye (ed.), 
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and William Bright (eds.), The World’s Writing Systems. New York: Oxford 
University Press, pp. 663-699. 

 
Comrie, Bernard (2002). Morphophonological alternations: Typology and diachrony. In 

Sabrina Bendjaballah, Wolfgang U. Dressler, Oskar E. Pfeiffer, and Maria D. 
Voeikova (eds.), Morphology 2000. Amsterdam: John Bejamins, pp. 73-89. 
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8.1, pp. 101-122. [Available online at 
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Corriente, Federico (2005). On the degree of kinship between Andalusi Arabic and 

Maltese: Some ensuing thoughts about stress patterns in Arabic. Folia Orientalia 
41, pp. 25-38. 

 
Cowan, William (1966). Loss of emphasis in Maltese. Journal of Maltese Studies 3, pp. 27-

32.  
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